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What is the Universal Periodic Review?

The Universal Periodic Review (UPR) is a United Nations (UN)
mechanism to review the human rights practices of all the
States in the world. During the UPR, States under review
explain what they have done to respect human rights while
other UN member States give recommendations on how it
could improve human rights.

How Does the UPR Work?

The UPR is divided in four phases

The State under review, the UN, NGOs,
National human rights commissions can send
reports to the UPR Working Group about the
EOIET s mhuman rights situation in the country under
Gl review.
You can send the report online: https://upr-
doc.ohchr.org/Account/Login.aspx?Retur-
nUrl=/

The review takes place during a dialogue
between the State under review and the
other UN member States. The State under
review speaks first, presenting the human
rights situation in his country. Then UN

(2) Interactive

Discussion

(3) Acceptance of
Recommendations

(4) The "Follow-

up" Period

Member States can make comments, ask
questions or make recommendations on how
the State could improve the human rights
situation in its country.

The Interactive Discussion happens during
the meeting of the UPR Working Group in
Geneva. Other relevant stakeholders, such as
NGOs, national institutions and UN agencies,
can attend the discussion but cannot take the
floor.

Any State can make recommendations about
the improvement of human rights in the
country under review; but at the end it is the
State under review who choose which
recommendations will be accepted or not.

When the State accepts a recommendation,
it commits itself to implement it and to take
the necessary steps to protect and enhance
the human right involved.

The period between one review and the next
one is called the "follow-up." It is the
moment during which the State under review
implements the recommendations received.
At this point the State has to do the
necessary changes to accomplish the goal of
the recommendation, such as legislative
reforms, policy measures...

The UPR Cycle

Submission of Reports
on the Human Rights

Situation in the
Country
Interactive dialogue
between the State

under Review and UN
Member States

\ /

Final Report with
Recommendations
Adopted by the State
Under Review

New UPR Session

Implementation of
Recommendations by
the State Reviewed )

What Can Civil Society Do?

= Send a report on the human rights situation in the State under
review;

= Ask UN member States and/or local embassies in their countries to
ask specific questions and make some recommendations to the
State under review during the interactive dialogue;

= Take the floor at the Human Rights Council during the adoption of
the final UPR report;

= Monitor the implementation of the recommendations by the State;

= Raise awareness with the media on the State’s commitment to
implement the recommendations.

Cambodia and the UPR

During its first review in 2009,
Cambodia accepted all the 138
recommendations States made,
but did not implement most of
them.

On 28 January 2014
Cambodia will do its second

UPR Review.
It will look into the human
rights performance of

Cambodia over the 2009 Recommendation: “Ensure

last four years. the independence of the

Jjudiciary, without any political

intervention,” but Cambodia did not take any actions to strengthen
the independence of justice.

2009 Recommendation: “Protect freedom of expression and the right
of all human rights defenders," but since 2009; environmental activist
Chut Wutty was killed; land rights activist Yorm Bopha spent 444 days
in jail and journalist Mam Sonando was imprisoned several times.
More recently, protesters were killed and arrested for participating in
demonstrations.

The UPR in Number

2008 :Year the UPR started.

2009 :Cambodia’s first review under the UPR.

42  :Number of States reviewed by the UPR per year.

138 :Number of recommendations made to Cambodia in 2009.

47  :Number of States that made recommendations to Cambodia in
2009.

4 to 5 :Number of years between each review.

3,5 :Numbers of hours the interactive discussion lasts.

2 :Number of days the State under review has to accept or reject
recommendations.

Contact

For more information, please contact:

#798, Street 99, Boeung Trabek, Khan Chamkarmon,
P.O Box 1506, Phnom Penh, Cambodia

Tel: (855) 23 72 69 01
Fax: (855) 23 72 69 02
E-mail: info@cchrcambodia.org

Web: www.cchrcambodia.org

sijsRgusiBEsgaynge

Cambodian Center for Human Rights

CCHR, founded in November 2002, is a non-aligned,
independent, non-governmental organization that
works to promote and protect democracy and respect
for human rights — primarily civil and political rights
throughout the Kingdom of Cambodia.
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